
 

January PTA Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, January 17, 2022 

CHES Library – 7pm 

Attendees: Jenny Fuerst, Sarah Mullen, Jill Kleinhenz, Shelley Coleman Casto, 

Kate McCracken, Tera Huffman, Emily Chalfant, Carolyn Hayzlett, Leslie 

McChesney, Ry Wharton, Martha Mickey, Rebecca Garabed, Benjamin Reid, 

Courtney Berman, Kristen Klopfer, Sherri Berridge 

 

 

 

President’s Report (Jenny Fuerst)  

Jenny welcomed everyone and asked them to sign in and make sure they grabbed all available 
documents. Emily Chalfant motioned to approve the November meeting minutes and Kate 
McCracken seconded. Minutes approved. Jenny spoke about the upcoming turnover in the PTA 
officer and chair roles. Please let us know if you have interest in any roles for next school year. Jenny 
also mentioned that the PTA is looking into bringing back “babysitting” during PTA meetings. Children 
would need to be school age and would be supervised by middle or high school students. The PTA 
childcare bin was mentioned, and Courtney Berman offered to look into refreshing it. More to come 
on childcare in the next month. Jenny also put in a plug for any donations or tickets for next week’s 
Pastapalooza raffles. Jenny and Tera Huffman would love anything you may be able to give or ideas 
that you have. 
 
Vice President’s Report (Jill Kleinhenz) 
Feb 27th – March 3rd is Read Across America week. Jill discussed that she would be out of town for the 
evening event scheduled March 2nd. Ms Mickey and Mrs Berridge stated that they were ok with the 
program being moved to Wednesday, March 1st. This is always a fun night especially for our younger 
students. We would love to include incoming Kindergarteners on the marketing of this event. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Carolyn Hayzlett) 
Two treasurer’s reports were distributed (November and December). November - The Pancake breakfast 
made around $500. This is great as it was not intended to be a real money maker. December – not a lot 
to note for that month. We can look for a lot of activity in January as it is Pastapalooza month. 
Carolyn explained the difference between a dedicated fund and the budgeted items. Jenny motioned to 
move the remaining camp Ohio funds ($1.25) to the outdoor classroom line and Kristen Klopfer seconded 
it. Rebecca asked about funds for Clean the Ravine funds, which remain at $370 after the fall school 
cleanup.  
 
Principal’s Report (Sherri Berridge) 
Mrs Berridge began by discussing the skating program that Ms Merringer presented a few months back. It 
is a month-long unit that is slated to occur in March. The PTA would like to help with the cost of this. We 
currently have 394 students, and the cost is $11/child. We currently have the funds to pay for this 
(Inspiration account + Teacher Grants). We talked about ways to raise/offset money next year for this 
program (walk-a-thon, skate parties, offsetting a portion while asking families for around $5/child). 
Everyone was very excited about this and look forward to being able to help provide this for our school. 
The only school in the District that currently participates in this program is Granby. Mrs Berridge stated 
that Valentine parties will be on February 14th at 1:30pm. Please check with your teachers regarding their 
plans for valentine distribution and “boxes”, every teacher handles this differently. 
 

Book Fair (Martha Mickey)  

The spring book fair is scheduled for February 6-10th. Lynsey Pearson will be asking for volunteers. 
Ms Mickey is hoping to open at lunchtime this time and will as long as they receive a second cash 
register. The book fair is always a fun time, and the kids should be bringing home information home 
next week. This is Martha’s last book fair and she said she has done over 60 of them! We are always 



so grateful for Ms Mickey’s cooperation and efforts!! 

 

Holiday Helpers (Emily Chalfant) 

Emily gave a recap for the Holiday Helpers. She gave a huge shout-out to Sarah Denney who was 
instrumental in the success of this year. We were able to help 19 families (55 kids). This is the most 
amount we have given (quantity wise), over $3,000 in gift cards, a crib, a dresser, car seats. In 2021 
we served 15 families (46 kids). Thank you to everyone who contributed. Awesome! 

 

Pastapalooza (Elizabeth Greiser) 

 Tickets will be on sale - $10 for pasta, meatballs, salad, bread and applesauce 

 2 dinner services - 6:00 and 7:00pm 

 Last day to purchase tickets will be Jan. 24. 

 Drinks and desserts will be available for purchase 

 Raffle tickets available for purchase at the event. The raffle will feature items and experiences 
donated by teachers. 

 Volunteer opportunities available! Click here for the signup genius. 

 Thank you to Kristin Fisher, Michelle Kuzio, Elise Walters, Katie Weyrach, Tera Huffman, Leigh 
Foust and Jenny Fuerst for organizing pieces of this event! 

We discussed that the tickets sold-out fast this year and the best way to handle that. Options of more 
seatings, outdoor seating, gymnasium seating, and a dessert-only option were all discussed. 
Additionally, we talked about how next year’s class is even larger so adjustments will likely need to be 
made to accommodate that. Sarah suggested sending out a survey after this year’s event to get 
feedback on how the event may be able to be adjusted in the future to account for the changing 
school environment. 

 

Cardboard Challenge (Kristen Klopfer) 

Kristen said this event had a great turnout and was a fun event. She said there was not quite the 
build-up before the event because of the way the winter dates fell, but we ended up with the same 
amount of boxes as usual. Thank you to all who attended and helped! 

 

Skate Parties 

Our second skate party of the year is this Thursday, January 19th at Skate Zone 71 from 6-8:30pm. 
These are very fun, and the kids love hanging out with friends in the capacity outside of school. We 
hope to see you there! 

 

P/T Conference Week (Tera Huffman) 

Tera stated that they are thinking of doing a City BBQ or Wild West Theme. They will be asking for 
Venmo donation and hoping to have about $500 to be able to provide a nice staff meal on 
Wednesday, Feb 8th, which is the late night of conferences. Carolyn stated there is a little leftover 
money from the fall dinner that can also be used for this dinner. 

 

Plant Sale (Kate McCracken) 

Kate stated that Foertmeyer assigned the dates this year. They have really formalized their process. 
The sale will open on Friday March 3rd and close Friday March 17th. Delivery is Saturday, May 13th at 
11am. That is the Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend. She would like to do the WEC if we can get it. 
We will need volunteers at 10:30am to prep site. Unloading & sorting for an hour. With a 2-hour pick 
up window. We discussed options for prizes (trinkets vs. classroom experiences) and the landed on 
experiences seem to be more appealing to all.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:04pm 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084aa4ae2caaff2-colonial#/

